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FROM THE EASEL 
By Theodore N. Cook 
Orient Gallery, the art citadel of Bard Col,;. 
lege, is experiencing a cycle of exhibits by 
Bennington art instructors. Mr. Moselsio's 
sculpture exhibit having closed, we are now 
being treated to more originality on the part 
of Bennington's art staff, this time in the 
form of abstractions by Charles Smith and 
water-colors by E. A. Park. 
The effect of abstract art on most people 
is usually negative. They usually run from 
the exhibit room and mutter unpleasant 
words about "that crazy stuff." It seems 
that most people when they look at a paint-
ing expect it to represent something definite. 
Yet these same people when they attend a 
concert, do not expect to hear music based 
on natural sounds. A certain amount of 
education, or conditioning, if you will, is 
needed before pure abstract art can be fully 
enjoyed. 
In the case of Charles Smith, however, 
this does not hold true. His work is a pleas-
ant compromise between reality and complete 
abstraction. Many of his monotypes are of 
recognizable subjects, and in spite of great 
simplification of forms, none of the feeling 
has been sacrificed. 
There is one, for example, of a city street 
in the rain, The rain slashes in firm strokes, 
and black reflections glisten in the wet street. 
The buildings themselves, while done in 
simple planes, are convincing, and seem to 
be firmly rooted iri the ground. In another 
print, a flock of geese glides through space, 
the entire picture moving in flight as a re-
sult of the artist's use of flowing lines. This 
picture is an example of how beautiful sim-
plicity can be. 
In abstractions, it is possible to suggest a 
situation or mood with very few lines. This 
is seen in. a striking abstraction of a prison 
yard. In addition to plain grey buildings, 
the main lines of the figures suggest sup-
pression: the heads lean forward at decided 
angle, and even the guard with the gUn is 
bent in the same posture, possible suggesting 
that a prison guard is no more free than 
the man he watches. The idea of prison 
bars is represented by small horizontal lines 
in a corner of the print. 
There are numerous other prints which, 
while complete~y abstract, are certain to at-
tract much attention due to their interesting 
design. Charles Smith deserves a great deal 
of credit fo!;' experimentihg in this field, for 
in art it can become very easy to forget orig-
inality and content oneself with the same 
methods and techniques that have been used 
for centuries. 
* 
E. A. Park's watercolors maintain the theme 
of originality which makes the present show 
so invigorating. When you see his work for 
the first time, you may feel that it is haphaz-
zard, that it is scratchy and raw. But on 
second glance, you will see that his lines 
have rhythm and form patterns, and that 
his bold color strokes are an integral part of 
the composition. 
Like a great many modern painters, Mr. 
Park believes in breaking away from stuffy 
conventionality in watercolor. His paintings 
are refreshing. No obligation has been felt 
to be realistic. In a portrayal of a fisher-
man's shanty, he has painted it half green 
and half red. Now such a color scheme is un-
likely in reality, but in this picture it ap-
pears perfectly natural. It simply fits in 
the composition. 
He portrays distance over water with seem-
ingly no effort at all. In spite of the loose-
ness of his line, it leads -the eye to the exact 
depth desired by him. The color, applied in 
vigorous, broad, strokes, looks wet and glist-
ens although there are no actual waves. In 
a waterfront scene of a house built on piles, 
the combination of cool greens, shimmering 
reflections, and cool whiteness of unpainted 
areas makes a symphony in coolness which 
is refreshing to look at. 
Whether or not this type of watercolor 
will last is not important. What does mat-
ter is the fact that there is still experimenta-
tion in the field, and that for this reason 
the art is not becoming stagnant. 
* * * 
Four watercolor sketches by Richard Burns 
of stage sets designed by him for "The Adol-
escence" also are on view in the gallery. 
Although he has had no formal instruction 
in the medium, his handling of lights and 
darks is far from amateurish, and the mood 
of each scene is effectively cl;I.ptured in each 
sketch. 
* * * 
An exhibition of student work has been 
set up in the studio above the gallery for the 
benefit of visitors this week-end. Inasmuch 
as the best student work is at the present 
time travelling around the country in an 
exhibition being sent to leading prep-schools, 
some of the work represented is second-rate. 
However, the best watercolors are being done 
now, so there will be a balance of quality 
in the show. The work is nothing to be 
ashamed of. There are probably some schools 
that would even be glad to have some of our 
not-the-artist's-best art. Before the end of 
the year, there will be a final showing of 
student work which will include many of 
the .drawings, paintings, and photographs that 
now are in the travelling exhibit. 
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A Review 
"The Adolescents" 
A PLAY IN THREE ACTS 
by John Boruff 
An almost perfect job of "type" casting of 
just another play about prep school life 
rendered John Boruff's "The Adolescents" 
fairly diverting entertainment in its first 
public performance two weeks ago in the 
Bard Theatre. Compelled to wring comedy 
and some pathos out of a hackneyed plot in 
a hackneyed setting, the cast, was rather 
successful, aided no end by occasional flashes 
of good writing by the author. There was 
always the fear, however, that any moment 
now the play might fall into the doldrums 
and the thin strain of comedy die out. And 
there were a few times when the action did 
lag and the comedy did wear out. Then the 
stage was given over to working out its 
moralistic plot and you might as well have 
gone out for a smoke. But fortunately these 
times were few. 
As long as "The Adolescents" confined it-
self to portraying the happy-go-lucky and 
tragi-comic side of life in an American prep 
school, everyone was satisfied .. Mr. Boruff 
has written some witty dialogue and typical 
dialect and, what is so very important for 
this kind of drama, good direction kept these 
scenes running swiftly and naturally. It 
was when the schoolboys left the stage and 
the two or three unfortunate principals had 
to slip across the author's meaning or mes-
sage and enact the melodramatic triumph 
of good over evil in a boy's soul that the 
audience yawned, "This is where I came in." 
Fot plays about prep schools are best when 
they forget plot and work for the laughs. 
The author has a very appealing philos-
ophy that he kept trying to express through 
the medium of ethics and morals. It didn't 
make good entertainment, though, when a 
carefree, humorous setting and a Victorian 
hangover of a story were wrapped around 
it. The public today, particularly the col-
legiate public, is too cynical to believe the 
STUDENT COUNCIL 
At last week's meeting of the Student 
Council Mr. Winterbottom, as Editor of the 
BARDIAN, announced that in past years 
any funds left over from annual publication 
of the BARD IAN were" secretly split up 
among members of the staff with no an-
nouncement of the action to the student 
body or the Council. He stated that this 
year's staff felt the need of establishing a 
precedent of letting the student body know 
what became of the funds. Mr. Winterbot-
tom stated, that with the Council's consent, 
he wished to distribute such funds to certain 
members of the staff. The Council approved 
this and decided that in the future it would 
be well for the Council to set a definite salary 
for the editor and leave allotment of other 
funds to him. 
Several college bills were presented for 
window and other breakage. As much of 
this will be tracked to individuals as possible 
to leave a sufficient amount in the miscel-
laneous fund to donate $25 at the next meet-
ing to the calendar committee for movie 
purposes. 
The hours rules for prom weekend were 
discussed and it was decided to employ the 
regulations commonly followed over dance 
weekends. Girls will have to report at their 
dormitories by 4:30 A. M. Saturday morning· 
and 3 :30 A. M. on Sunday morning. 
The Senior Marshal was instructed to no-
tify various social groups and classes that 
they should hold their elections for next 
year's COuncil in the next two weeks. The 
new Council should be in office by the last 
week in May. 
OCCUPATIONAL CONFERENCES 
The last two of Bard's four occupational 
conferences were held respectively on May 
6 and May 13 and featured talks on writing 
ability and merchandizing. 
Professor Edward N. Hodnett, editor of the 
Columbia Quarterly and director of the Pub-
lic Discussion Council at Columbia univer-
sity, spoke on all the possible uses of writing 
ability from the creation of a novel down 
to radio and advertising. He said that writ-
ing a novel demanded time and the ability 
to do research, and therefore the beginner 
was better off in the short story or non-
fiction field. 
Mr. Fred M. Rossell of the personnel depart-
ment of the Melville Shoe corporation talked 
on "Opportunities in Merchandising" He 
stated that the country suffered from wide-
spread underproduction traceable to the pres-
ent costs of distribution. Claiming that many 
products cost more to distribute than to make, 
Mr. Rossell pointed out that this was the 
problem that the young men had to solve. 
SENIOR PROJECTS 
Next Wednesday at 8:15 four senior pro-
jects will be presented in the Bard Theatre; 
two plays, one by Peter Hobbs and one by 
David Burke will be read, an art exhibit of 
works done by Reginald Paget and Cantata 
for Orchestra, Mixed Chorus and solo by 
Frank Wigglesworth. 
story Mr. Boruff had to tell. If he hadn't 
bothered to emphasize t so much, the play 
would have been better off. Someone said 
what a good movie it would make, to v'hich 
the answer seemed to be "Why bother?" 
Peter Hobbs, as the all-around "good" boy 
who brings the unfortunate lad to see the 
light, did a heroic job of soul-saving-so 
well that a halo seemed to shine from his 
head in the last scene. His role and that of 
Alvin Sapinsley, the "unfortunate," were the 
most difficult for they had to keep up the 
momentum of the play in the more lonely 
and duller scenes. Sapinsley played the 
fiendish part of his character excellently; 
the change to the "good" part was not over-
persuasive, the blame for which can be 
placed as much on Mr. Boruff as on Mr. 
Sapinsley. The only flaw in casting was 
in the case of the feminine role. Two girls 
tried the part and neither was satisfactory. 
You simply couldn't imagine · Angela Kroll 
ever "saw music" in nature. Miss Kroll 
struggled nobly to make the professor's daugh-
ter conVincing but it was no use. Letitia 
Hughson, who took the part in the repeat 
performance last SundaY,-well, perhaps we'd 
better say she didn't have enough prepara-
tion. Frank Overton, whether he knew it 
or not, gave his character the Lionel Bar-
rymore treatment it required and James 
Westbrook was a gruff enough prof. 
It isn't right to single anyone student 
out as better than the others; nevertheless, 
I'll be forgiven if I pick out Theodore Stron-
gin's name for special mention. He is il-
lustrative of the importance of "The Adol-
escents" to the Bard Theatre; namely, the 
successful introduction of new and unexpect-
ed faces to the Orient stage. The theatre 
has reached out before and tried to open 
its roles to a wider section of the college, 
but not always successfully. Strongin, with 
Horvitz, Roe, Bjornsgaard, Hale, Armstrong, 
and McQueeney, were the happiest part of 
"The Adolescents." 
-WILLIAM RUEGER. 
THE PROM 
The college prom tonight inaugurates a 
. very full Week-end. First, of course, is the 
prom itself which . is being held, for the first 
time in the college history, in the new ait"-
cooled Rhinebeck Town Hall. The choice of 
location was conditioned by two things: 
first, a desire to escape from the very de-
pressing atmosphere provided by the college 
gym, and, second, a lack of Tennis Houses. 
Saturday afternoon offers a picniC at Har-
vey Fite's stUdio in WOOdstock. This affair 
will last through the afternoon and into an 
evening of square dancing. The fraternities 
are also contributing. Eulexian will have 
its usual cocktail party in the afternoon, 
and this will be followed by a buffet supper 
at the S.A.E. house., Both affairs are open 
to the Whole community with a slight charge 
for each. 
In the evening, the Eulexians . and the 
Non-Socs are presenting a barn dance, as 
usual in the Stickles' barn, while the Kaps 
are having an informal dance. These, also, 
are open affairs. 
THE THEATRE 
For the first time, since its organization 
the Bard theatre will present an original 
full length musical comedy. 
"Exit Laughing," which will be presented on 
the fifth, sixth and seventh of June, has 
original music by Wayne Horvitz and book 
and lyrics by Alvin T. Sapinsley. 
, "Exit Laughing" has two acts, fourteen 
musical numbers, twelve sets, and a cast of 
approximately twenty-five. Prominent in the 
cast are Scott McKeown, Robert Haberman, 
Peter Hobbs, Frank Overton, Millard Walker, 
and Frank Wigglesworth. The chorus which 
is in rehearsal now consists of Paul Kingston, 
Fritz Steinway, James Westbrook, Randell 
Henderson, Millard Walker, Richard Burns, 
and David Day. John Gile is in charge of 
musical arrangements and accompaniments. 
Settings have been designed by Richard 
Burns, and the production is under the di-
rection of Paul Morrison. 
The theatre is fortunate also in having the 
services of Miss Felicia Sorel of New York 
City. Miss Sorel recently staged some of 
tlle numbers for the new "Pins and Needles." 
She has promised some interesting and amus-
ing choreography for this production. Per-
formance dates which coincide with com-
mencement exercises on campus, will enable 
students to bring commencement guests to 
this production. 
Although this will be the first time that a 
production of the type will be given a major 
place on the Theatre calendar, material which 
has been presented at various Boar's Head 
dinners and Freshman nights has indicated 
the advisability of more definite organiza-
tion of such material into a major theatre 
production. However, all the material in 
"Exit Laughing" is new. 
FOUR PAG:t:S 
At the request of a number of interested 
New York Theatre people, producers and 
agents, who were unable to get to the 
Bard Theatre performances, there will 
be a performance of "The Adolescents" 
on Monday, May 27th at the Maxine El-
liot Theatre in New York City. 
NOTES ON REALISM IN 
AMERICAN WRITING 
Attempts to pigeonhole writers and their 
styles and schools of thought are generally 
doomed to failure, for the classification of the 
indefinites of art is next to impossible. These 
notes are not concerned with pigeonholing 
any particular writers but rather are at-
tempts to define at least one of these pigeon-
holes and to do away with certain fallacies 
which the writer feels are present in most 
discussions of this topic. 
There is , it seems to me, considerable dif-
ference between the two uses of the word 
"style" in writing, as in any other art. One 
of these uses relates, to the. great trends 
or states of mind in wdting. By this I mean 
the classic, romantic, and realistic styles; to 
mention only the most important dlvisions. 
But in addition to these major styles, which 
include many authors and sometimes hun-
dreds of years, there are also the individual 
styles of the multitude of writers who have 
in some way departed from complete con-
ventionality, and it seems to me that it is 
a common fallacy to give to these two uses 
of the word a fundamental relationship which 
does not exist. For when it is said of an 
author that he has a realistic style this can-
not mean that his method of combining the 
words he uses is realistic-it must mean that 
he writes of things as they are and quite 
exactly as they are. And the romantic does 
not use, in general, words that are more ro-
mantic than those of the realist. What he 
does do is write about things Which may be 
called romantic-the hero and the unusual 
as opposed to the average man and the com-
monplace. 
It is true that individual styles depend to 
some extent upon the nature of the material. 
Certain words are far more likely to occur 
in one of these types of writing than the 
other. And it has been found that certain 
ways of combining the rather different vo-
cabularies of realism and romanticism are 
more effective than others. But fundamen-
tally there is no relationship between the in-
dividual styles of writers and the schools of 
writing to which they belong. True, the real- · 
ist will tend toward a certain simplicity and 
directness while the romanticist will write at 
greater length and with more flowery ges-
tures, but these trends are not universal and 
are not basically important. 
To sum up-the writer's individual style 
does not depend upon whether he is a realist 
or a romanticist. These classifications are. 
of subject matter and treatment of this sub-
ject matter, not of individual style; For 
example, there is little difference in the 
styles of Richard Wright and C. S. Forester. 
The former is unquestionably a realist, the 
latter a romanticist. And breaks with con-
vention are not necessarily great among the 
realists. Saroyan is no less an iconoclast than 
is Dos Passos. It is true that there are more 
'unconventional styles amon8 the realists 
than among the romanticists, but that, is 
because the convention of breaking with con-
vention is rather new and it so happens' that 
a great many modern writers are realists. 
There is no reason to think that romanticism 
could not gain as much from experiments in 
style as has realism. 
Accepting the fact that realism is a cer-
tain way of treating a certain sort of sub-
ject matter, and that it is not dependent 
upon the individual style or technic of the 
writer, let us consider the nature of that 
subject matter, and the cause of the devel-
opment of realism. 
; Realism, as mentioned above, concerns 
itself with the usual, the commonplace, not 
the unusual or extraordinary. Its people 
are ordinary people leading lives not unlike 
our own and which we might conceivably 
lead ourselves. Romanticism, on the other 
hand, deals with remarkable people-the 
people we wish we could be but whom we 
know are far above us in one way or an-
other. And the things that happen to the 
ordinary people in realistic art could very 
easily happen to us. The unattainable, the 
thing we have been dreaming about with no 
hope of its coming true, is only for the char-
acter of romanticism. And in realism the 
tendency is to include all the common details 
of the common life, stressing the sordid as 
much as the beautiful because sordidness is as 
much present in actuality as is beauty. Per-
haps a pat simplification of all this could be 
put as follows: romanticism Is related to 
wishful thinking as realism is related to ac-
curate perception. 
There is a reason for the · trend toward 
realism. Realism has not developed beeause 
people are. tired of dreams and beauty. It 
is not a sign of degeneracy that the sordid-
ness of life is now occasionally put in books. 
It is put before the eyes of the reader with 
a purpose, or it is not justified. 
It seems to me noteworthy that · realism 
(Oontinued on page 9) 
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EDITORIAL 
Der Tag - - -
In the broad and rolling valleys of the 
Meuse the armies of Adolf Hitler's Third 
Reich are storming the redoubts of the 
~renc~ Maginot line with the same stagger-
Ing sWIftness the German machine shattered 
the outer redoubts of Liberal Europe-the 
little democracies-Denmark, Norway and 
the Netherlands. 
North of this central conflict the British 
Expeditionary forces are at this moment 
fighting a foe more dangerous than did 
Wellington at nearby Waterloo. Across the 
fields of Flanders men are racing, killing 
and dying either to gain the mastery of 
Europe or to preserve what is left of that 
rarest of present pOlitical commodities-
human liberty. Into a pock-marked earth, 
already bursting with the dead of the first 
World War, over a half a million men, the 
flower of European manhood - Belgians, 
French, Dutch, British and Germans, have 
been flung, torn asunder, screaming, dying. 
This i3 the price of empire. It is also the 
price of liberty. The underlying tragedy is 
that the governments of Europe, that have 
been animated by the spirit of liberalism, 
have hesitated so long in actually facing the 
final challenge of Germany - Force - that 
now they are facing an encircling, remorse-
les.s fire that may completely destroy them 
and what is left of the Liberal Spirit. 
To the Editor of THE BARDIAN: 
I feel a little uncertain, when I write this 
letter as to the repercussions it will have on 
me, but am convinced that is is important 
enough to take such a risk. 
Last Thursday the new Educational Pol-
icies Committee was supposed to have its 
first meeting by itself to continue the work 
which had been discussed in the jOint meet-
ings with the dean and the old committee. 
The committee did not meet, the reasons 
being, as far as I could make out, (1) chair-
man forgot. (2) It was raining. (3) Very few 
particularly cared if there was a meeting or 
not. Some how, to me, it is upsetting to 
see probably the most important committee 
in the college starting to get sloppy so soon 
after they have been elected. The Educa-
tional Policies Committee has enough work 
to do in solidifying plans for next year to 
meet every day until June 8th. Possibly, if 
this letter is taken in the right spirit by 
the members of the committee, it will have 
served a function. The only thing I can do 
is hOPe it haa. 
FRANK WIGGLESWORTH. 
EDUCATIONAL POLICIES 
The Dean has informed the BARDIAN 
that the Faculty Committee en Studies pro-
poses to the faculty the following changes 
in the educational policy of the college: 
1. That students entering college in the 
academic year 1940-1941 and thereafter shall 
major in divisions rather than in depart-
ments. 
2. That the faculty of each division shall 
establish divisional standards for students 
majoring in the division to replace the pres-
ent college "expectations" of four years of 
study in the major field, two years in each 
of two related fields, reading knowledge of 
a foreign language, and at least one course 
in each of the four divisions of the college. 
3. That each student shall have a confer-
ence at regular intervals with a member of 
the faculty in the division of his major in-
terest as a part of his academiC program. 
The work of this conference shall be super-
vised study in the major division and shall 
normally be equIvalent to one full course. 
This faculty member shall be known as the 
student's adviser and shall be the divisional 
representative in charge of his advisee's pro-
gram of study. 
4. That the faculty of each division shall 
review individual programs of study and 
make recommendations to the faculty for 
promotion to the upper division of the COl-
lege and for the gra.nting of the degree, for 
students majoring in the division. 
THE BARDIAN, MAY 17, 1940 
LOOKING AROUND REPERCUSSIONS OF THE WAR 
by Robert Haberman by Andrew F. Storer 
On Monday and Tuesday of this week price 
averages of stocks on the New York Stock 
Exchange fell about five and one half points, 
the most severe decline since November, 1937 
at the time of the recession. Volume on 
each of these two days exceeded three ' mil-
lion shares, the greatest since September 
last year at the start of the War. This re-
cent decline meant a net loss in security 
values over the billion dollar mark for Am-
erican investors. 
"For a progresSIve college we possess a 
meager understanding of what the value 
of education is. in relation to the rest of 
the world." John C. Honey '39, May 
Bardian. "Bard needs honest fearless 
criticism on the part of both stUdents and 
faculty." William Jordy. '39, June Bardian. 
The above quotations appeared in the last 
two issues of The Bardian last year. They 
were written at the conclusion of two hectic 
years in which the college faced continual 
crisis-economically and politically-and de-
moralization. All student organizations and 
opinions disappeared in the depths of a 
primordial slime. Bard as a progressive lib-
eral arts college seemed to exist in name only. 
but the name and what it stood for was 
enough to pull it through. Dr. Leigh in his 
phase of "the history of a sick college" gave 
the community a shot in the arm and made 
a whirlwind exit leaving the college dizzy 
but standing on its feet again. With the ad-
vent of Dean Gray and his first disarming 
"no gun Destry" talk before the general col-
lege meeting, Bard breathed deeply again 
of fresh air, removed the court plasters, and 
made plans for reconstruction. 
This semester had an energetic beginning: 
criticism of the Student Council brought 
about reorganization there; the Educational 
Policies Committee got under way, studied 
E\ P. C.'s in other colleges and drew up a 
constitution; the Community Forum sprang 
up and had a seventy per cent turn-out of 
the college at its first meeting; letters began 
to appear again in The Bardian; The 
Bardian reorganized; and the general pro-
gram of the college began to take form. 
Bard was looking ahead. ' The Administra-
tion is looking ahead, but the students have 
turned aside their heads. 
The Student Council hasn't been heard of 
since they re-elected officers; the CommUnity 
Forum called off a discussion the other 
night because only three people showed up; 
letters have stopped appearing in The Bard-
ian-except for that of Teddy Strongin in 
the last issue, which was a polite appeal for 
interest in the Community Forum; The 
Bardian has reorganized, printed some liter-
ary material, changed its format, but has 
so far failed in its original and vital idea-
that of giving critical evaluation of news 
instead of the old dead-pan coverage; the 
E.P.C. is the only organization not a dark 
secret, but two members showed up at the 
last meeting at the appointed weekly time, 
waited half an hour for the other six, and 
found out over the dinner table that the 
meeting had been called off. The general 
program continues to form, but how will 
it become a success if the students lack an 
active interest in the college, and understand-
ing of the meaning of progressive education 
and the ability to criticize? 
The causes of this apparent dissolution in 
the active belief in Bard cannot be attributed 
to the war, however much it might lend 
futility to constructive thinking, but at Bard 
the world situation should increase the aware-
ness of a crashing Society and should stimu-
late discussion and planning for the Society 
in whch we must live. It cannot be at-
tributed to the Administration. It cannot be 
attributed to the principles of progressive edu-
cation, which does concentrate on individual-
ality, but so that the individual may under-
stand and contribute to the present world. 
The cause for the dissolution may be laid 
at the respective doors of the students of 
Bard College. 
The stUdent body has suffered during the 
past two years, not only numerically but 
in the development of stUdents capable of 
leadership. The loss of stUdents actively in-
terested in the College has been felt more and 
more, and, starting with last year, those who 
should have taken responsibilities became 
disillusioned and drifted into a dilettantism 
and "apre moi Ie deluge" attitude. With the 
coming of Spring this attitude has sprouted 
again with the vengeance of a weed, and 
the present relapse into degeneration can 
greatly be attributed to this. "Apre moi Ie 
deluge" reasoning follows the line of least 
resistance, but "apre Ie deluge" what? 
We who are coming back here next year 
must begin to criticize and build. The pres-
ent Sophomore class is the remnants of a 
lost generation in Bard. The Freshman class 
has, to a great extent, been influenced by 
the ineptitude of the upper-classmen, and 
their share in the college has been incon-
spicuous (in all the meetings of the Com-
munity Forum, only two or three Freshman 
have been to more than two meetings; many 
upperclassmen do not know the names of 
many Freshmen and this, in turn, reflects 
upon the upper-classmen). Therefore, it is 
up to next year's Seniors to see that the 
students of the college become united, aware 
of each other with a knowledge of what Bard 
education means. 
The only critical voice raised in the last 
month has arisen at the posting of the new 
wage scales for part-time employment next 
year. The problem should be discussed in 
a college meeting to clear up many still ex-
isting doubts. The appearance of this prob-
lem in the institution of part-time employ-
ment, however, brought up the problem of 
part-time employment itself, and some voices 
were raised against it, and many wondered 
why some form of sharing the work among 
all stUdents could not be conceived in this 
progressive college. 
, Approximately fifty-five per cent of the 
college participated in part-time employment 
this year. Next year there will probably be 
about thirty-five per centr-according to work 
lists posted on the bulletin board. There 
will be about six hundred hours of part-time 
employment done a week next year. This 
means that approximately thirty-five per cent 
of the college will be carrying an extra 
seventeen hours of work in addition to the 
average forty hours a week spent on cur- Financial editors attribute the decline to 
ricular work. The division of labor amidst several factors. First, the invasion of the 
the entire college would give each individual Low Countries created a pessimistic feeling 
about six hours work a week. That seventeen among investors that Germany was on the 
hours before mentioned is an average, and road to winning the War. This fact would 
the extremes vary greatly. Thls year there mean the decreased amount of war orders 
are students who carry almost thirty hours to American business. Second, considerable 
of part-time employment a week-many carry foreign selling orders from Belgian, Dutch 
twenty. Next year the same condition will and British holders of American securities 
exist, and there is one student who esti- desirous of quick liquidation for cash aided 
mates a possible thirty-three hours per week in depressing the market. However, only a 
in store for him. fraction of these foreign orders got through 
to the Exchange during these days when 
Anyone having to add ten hours to his communication lines were jammed or cut off 
study schedule begin to feel cramped. Any entirely. 
more than that begins to affect not only the This decline, directly due in any event to 
student's stUdies but also his own health and the war, shows what a small barrier the 
his own personal and psychological life. The ~tlantic is as far as an isolationist economy 
waiter finds it impossible to take weekends- IS concerned. ,As long as We continUe to 
fifteen cuts a semester are allowed, a week- hold huge foreign investments, operate and 
end absorbing seven of these-without pay- own businesses abroad, and carryon exten-
ing cash out of his own pocket. He finds sive trade with foreign aountries, our markets 
himself continually held down to staying on will be extremely sensitive to any political 
this quite removed male reservation. Before event abroad. 
other student employes can leave the campus Since the outbreak of the War, indices of 
they must spend time and energy looking business activity have shown a sharp increase 
for someone to substitute for them. At the (about 15 points) to the start of this year, 
beginning of the semester an ugly situa- the most encouraging spurt since the de-
tion arose between the waiters and the rest pression. Most of the heavy goods industries, 
of the college, and a petition of a new particularly steel and aircraft production, 
Student Council resulted in the re-election have been operating at clOse to capacity. As 
of the old officers. The cause of all this the War progressed, war orders did not ma-
bother was David Burke, who threw one terialize as expected. Nevertheless, Ameri-
fire-cracker in Commons and was not im- can business, in anticipation of them, built 
mediately punished. Also most of the active up its inventory and so stepped up business 
members of the college have to work-five activity in the last few months of last year. 
of the eight stUdents on the E.P.C. And Since January 1st the realization has 
when it comes down to considering a person arisen that the expected sudden war boom 
who must add thirty hours a week in order was not occurring but increased Allied pur-
to spend forty studying one begins to think chasing here would take plaCe gradually. No 
not in terms of economic aid, but in terms large military conflicts eliminated any need 
of injustice. on the Allies' part for large supplies and 
Without doubt a co-operative division of American business seemed to be witnessing 
labor throughout the college would be of great a "fake War." With this picture, bUsiness 
benefit. It would increase the creative pro- and industrial increased activity subsided. 
ductivity of a large proportion of the student With the Netherlands last week, however, 
body without cutting into that of the rest industry again spurted and steel had its 
of the college. It would make life at Bard highest production week since the beginning 
a lot healthier and pleasanter for many fel- of the conflict. The present German aggres-
low students. It would give to many students sion necessarily means actual need of large 
with ability for leadership more time to ful- war supplies by the Allies Which will in turn 
fill them. But most important, it would con- increase the volume of exports from Amer-
ribute greatly to a much needed unification ica of such materials. It is safe to venture 
of the stUdent body and the individual's the prediction then that bUsiness will un-
awareness that there are other students in doubtedly expand in a more inflationary man-
the college. Co-operation begun here would ner in the next few months of actual war 
have its affects later in this world lacking, cobat. 
to say the very least, co-operation. Exports to the Allies for the first six 
The money that is now earned individually months of the War are 35% above those of 
could be turned over to the grant fund. Grants a year ago. About a third of this increase 
are not given on basis of scholarship, but is represented by higher prices rather than 
on basis of need of the student who can an actual increase in volume. These ex-
fulfill Bard qualifications. ports may be divided into two classes, arma-
ments and non-war merchandise. The great 
Progressive education at Bard is becoming increase has been in the former group, chief-
a cl~ss .privilege . . (The aver~ge incomes per ly in aircraft whose exports have totaled 
famIlr m the Umted States IS about $1,2~O)' $113 ,000,000 since September. It is estim-
And It has been the constant fear that WIth , ated that total Allied aircraft needs from 
the high rate of tuition Bard might cease 'the United States will be close to one billion 
to exist. as an active progressive college. We dollars a year but such purchases are still 
all reallze the cost of Ba.rd education. There in the embryonic stage in view of the under-
can, ~owever, be a bellef that with a co- capacity of American producers at present. 
operatIve work system thes~ ~ears may be In the non-war goods category an export 
~omew~at al~ayed. The dIt,rlcult part of increase is also apparent but outside of 
msti:tutmg thiS plan would arIse from its re- heavy goods and chemicals the Allies have 
ceptIOn o~ ~he part. of the st~dents who pay diminished their purchases of non-essentials 
the full tUItIOn, but If those children of chance to a minimum in preference for more neces-
and fortune kI,low wh~ they are coming. to sary materials. With increased actual war 
Bard and realIze the Iffiport of progressIve activity the trend of such purchases will be 
education, how could they not but help see accelerated. 
the ::dvantage an~ usefulness of co-operative The credit problem for the Allies has to 
sh.armg of part-tlffie employment. If they be faced in the near future . Up to now they 
cannot see It, what are they doing at Bard? have been accumulating all their available 
Once t~e pla~ is working, its reception on t~e credit and trying to make such financial re-
part of l1~c~mmg stUdents would be automatIc sources last as long as possible for cash pur-
l doubt If It would drive any stUdents away, chases in the United states. The commence-
and it would probably, lend stat~re to ~h~ ment of heavy fighting will tend toward 
?ollege. The co-operatIve s~stem IS workmg much faster spending with the accompany-
m many of our most expenSIve and fine prep (Continued on page S) 
schools. 
The initiation of the co-operative plan-
perhaps through a vote of the stUdents-at 
this phase in Bard's development is impor-
tant, for Bard, continuing with " . . . a 
meager understanding of what the value of 
education is in relationship to the rest of 
the world" and lacking " . . . honest and 
fearless criticism on the part of both stu-
dents and faculty'" would cease to exist. Bard 
is the outpost for men's progressive colleges 
in the East, and its discontinuance would con-
stitute a serious set-back to the future of 
progressive education and consequently an-
other slap in the face of this battered and 
weary world. 
LEAVENS 
"Experiments in Eclipse Photography" is 
an article in the May issue of Sky magazine 
written by Peter A. Leavens, Bard student 
on leave of absence and former co-editor of 
the BARDIAN. Illustrated by one of his 
own photographs, Leavens' article describes 
his experiences in taking pictures of the 
solar system while on a triP of the AJna.teur 
Astronomers Association in Florida. 
MUSIC 
Sunday afternoon, May 12, members of 
the Bard College MUSic Department gave a 
return concert in Skinner Hall at Vassar. A 
few weeks ago members of the Vassar Music 
Department gave a recital here in Bard Hall. 
Although the audience at Vassar was very 
small, the Bard musicians gave one of their 
best performances of the season. 
The program 'consisted largely of original 
compositions by Bard students. The open-
ing works were three pieces for recorder and 
viola by Edward Friedland and played by 
Frank Wigglesworth and Theodore Strongin. 
Then there was a Sonatina for piano and 
three pieces for viOlin an dfiola by Frank 
Wigglesworth. The latter were played by 
the composer and Guido Brand, and the 
former by Paul Schwartz. 
The rest of the program consisted of the 
following: flute selections by Theodore 
Strongin and Jacques Ibert, played by Mr. 
Strongin; three negro spirituals sung by 
William Nichols, three Elizabethan songs 
sung by their creator, Millard Walker, and 
lastly, an Intermezzo for violin and piano by 
De Valla, played by Guido Brand and Paul 
Schwartz. 
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SPORT NOTES owners are in the game for money not for pennants. That means that they don't want 
TIle job of writing this column was shifted to see a one-team race. And that in turn 
on me at the last minute, so any apologies means that they do not want to see the Yan-
that need be said for the writing of this ees win again. For that reason, the team 
column not the material, consider said. There with the most chance to overtake the Yanks 
are any number of things that one could Is going to be the team against which the 
say in this column, but I wish somebody other clubs are going to put in their least 
would tell me what they are. needed twirlers. That team Is the Red Sox. 
Let's see now, it's spring and spring means There are a couple of other reasons why 
baseball, so baseball it'll be. (I tried to make the Yanks won't win that are worth mention-
that as nonchalant as possible, but to tell the ing. Each years that the Yankees have won 
truth I've always wanted an opportunity to the pennant they have had some new regu-
talk about baseball when no one could argue lar in the lineup, a Joe DiMaggio or a Joe 
back, when I could say what I had to say Gordon or a Charlie Keller. There's some-
-without fear of being contradicted. Well, thing about a new man on a team that gives 
here's my opportunity so start ducking you it added fight. This year the Yanks haven't 
guys that have been trying to tell me all got that new man or that added fight. 
spring that I was crazy.) Last year the Yankees won their fourth 
The Red Sox are going to win the pennant pennant in a row, not to mention the World 
and then the world series. Series; it was a new record, it was something 
I'll admit, you Yankee fans, that The Bo- to shoot for. Other teams had won the pen-
sox are certainly no better than the Yanks, _ nant for three successive years, but the Yanks 
no better man for man that is. But you will were the first to make it four. But this year 
admit that that's not what counts, and I'm the ~ccarthymen have little to shoot for. 
still referring to the man for man angle I They ve taken most of the records that 
remember several years ago when Tom Y~W- weren't guarded ,carefully, and some that 
kee bought the Red Sox franchise and half were, and now the ve lost that fight that gave 
of the Philadelphia Athletics' players. There them a seventeen game margin last year. 
was a howl then that the Sox would win ~ed Sox first, Yankees and Indians fight-
the pennant. On paper they could. Man 109 it out for second. 
for man they were better than any team in Oh yes, Bard has a baseball team too. 
either league. What happened They wound -PHIL GORDON 
up a poor fifth in the American League race. 
But the Yankees have proved themselves 
time and time again. We won't argue with 
SPORTS 
that, but as I have always been lead to be- The Bard College softball league has pass-
lleve a team can't win on its record; it has ed the half-way mark with the Eulexians, 
to prove itself every year that it expects to undefeated for two years untU Wednesday, 
win. . . May 15, in second place. Kappa Gamma 
The Yanks are in last place now, but what Chi is in first plaoo; the Non-Sacs and Sig-
does that mean so early in the race? It ma Alpha Epsilon are tied for third; and 
means just this; all last year the other teams the Faculty have a firm hold on last place.' 
in the American League threw in their worst Until the second game between Kappa 
pitchers against the New York club because Gamma Chi and the Eulexians, it looked as 
they felt that they had little chance of win- if the latter were going to repeat their last 
ning and wanted to save their pitchers for year's performance of going through an ' un-
games that they could win. This year the defeated season. They had beaten every 
Athletics, a seventh-place team last year, team in the league except the Faculty, whom 
started their star pitcher, Chubby Dean, twice they hadn't played, and had shown them-
this year against the Yanks. He won both selves to be all that they were last year. 
games. In nineteen innings the "heavy-hit- They won the first game against K.G.X. 12 
ting" Yanks failed to get one earned run. to 10, but in the second they did not show 
Just realize the confidence this gives other the hitting or the fielding that they did in 
teams and other pitchers. The farther in that first game. The result was that the 
the cellar the New Yorkers get, the more the Kaps, who had two big lnnirigs, the fifth 
other teams are going to take advantage and the sixth, getting a total of 11 runs in 
of them, the better pitchers they are going the two frames, due to steady hitting rather 
to have to face, the more games they are than slugging, won 16 to 7 and took the lea-
going to lose. Remember also that the big- gue lead as well as spoiled what had been a 
ger lead the Red Sox take, the worse the perfect record for more than eleven consecu-
pitchers they are going to have to face. tive games. 
That's baseball. A good start means more If the Eulexians and the Kaps are tied at 
than ' most people seem to think. the end of the regular season, they wUl meet 
Again I repeat that I'm not going to com- for a playoff, which wlll be the third and 
pare the Red Sox and the Yankees man for deciding game of their series. Each team 
man. At almost every position there would plays each other team twIce during the reg-
be a hot and heavy argument. What I want ular course of the season. 
to stress are facts that most people do not Team records: 
stop to consIder. How many years have the Team 
Yankees won now? .. . more than I can say K. G. X ................................... .. 
offhand. Everybody has heard the cry, "Break Eulexians ................................. . 
up the Yanks." "For the good of baseball," Non-Socs ................................ .. 
they say. There's a meaning behind that S. A. E ................................ ..... .. 
that one should not overlook. Most of the Faculty ..................... · .............. .. 
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NOTES ON REALISM IN 
AMERICAN WRITING 
raOfttinuea from page 1) 
began to develop in this country soon after 
people of America became aware of social 
problems in the nation and in the world, 
and, having that awareness, discovered so-
cial consCience. The social writers began 
to write and they found that those who wrote 
simply and directly and honestly about the 
problems they wished to solve and the con-
ditions they wished to improve were the most 
successful. It was not the writer who told 
the people what was wrong and what to do 
about it that had influence. It was the 
writer who showed them what was wrong 
in all its detail of wrongness that awakened 
the public. He did not need to preach. He 
would have weakened hIs plea or his con-
demnation had he preached. The value of 
restraint was apparent-the reader was per-
mitted to use his own imagination instead of 
having the writer imagine for him as the 
romantics did. And the reader was more 
impressed by what his own mind told him 
than he would have been by anything he 
might have . read. 
Then when realism had been examined and 
more or less accepted, certain writers feel-
ing that it could be made still more effective, 
broke with convention, even with the newly 
formed convention of restraint and simplicity 
and complete honesty to the smallest de-
tails. Some of these experimenters tried car-
rying the conventions to absurd limits-their 
works were too completely unimaginative to 
stimulate the imagination at all. Others 
went in a different direction, combing a sort 
of impressionism with their realism. They 
attempted to aid the imaginations of their 
readers by writing as the mind imagined. 
With words they created images which, though 
the words themselves often approached the 
meaningless, were quite capable of creating 
the desired impressions in the mind of the 
~eader. In the major outlines of construc-
tion too, these impressionist-realists attempt-
(Continued Of& page ' 4) 
REPERCUSSIONS OF THE WAR 
. (C«mtlnued from page S) 
ing increased pressure for our removal of 
restl'ictions againSt ' credit war transactions. 
Easing of such legislation definitely dimin-
ishes our position from the conflict. 
With the prospect bright then for an in-
crease of war orders, the tendency for a 
war boom to develop becomes stronger. We 
are subject to chaotic influences abroad 
whose effect on the American business equa-
tion is unpredictable and often uncontrol-
able. If a tremendous Wave of buying stim-
ulates prices and business activity, the re-
sults can be of such dimensions that any 
financial checks . by the F'ederal Reserve Sys-
tem would be negligible with the vast excess 
reserves of the banking system available for 
credit expansion. This inflationary aspect 
must be the primary war outlook for Ameri-
can economy to guard against. The only 
warning that can be issUed to stem any such 
suddeI). tide of expansion is the destructive 
aftermath of any war inflationary boom. 
First Compliments of Brigg,' 
3. -
MALONE 
We were sitting .around the stove after mess 
warmIng our fannies and wondering what 
was going on in the next room. We hadn't -
been out on any but regulation patrols for 
over three months, the length of time the 
last commander had lasted, but things were 
going to be different now. Or so the rumor 
went. We'd heard of Dan Malone and his 
record on the FlorIda coast during the past 
year with the runners there. He'd fought and 
broken one of the most successful rings, but 
this was different. He'd never beat the poli-
ticians on this job. Why, Jake Ellman was 
county sheriff, political boss, and very in-
terested that the boys running stuff across 
the bay to the mainland were to be left un-
disturbed. He'd seen to it in the past that no 
coastguardman took his job seriously enough 
to impede commerce, the right kind of com-
merce, and Malone wouldn't last if he got 
conscientious, even if he did have a little 
backing in Washington. 
There was a shipment going across that 
tonight, just like every night. Christ, we aU 
knew it, most of the guys running it was 
friends of ours that is . all us local boys. 
We figured the most that could happen if 
Malone wanted to obstruct traffic this night 
was what happened since last year. We'd 
all go down to the beach to where they land-
ed to start carrying the stuff across the 
beach, with guns all over us, and by the time 
we got there one of us would have tipped off 
the runners in advance and the stuff would 
be taken across two miles down the beach 
in the opposite direction what we'd gone. 
That's the way things were ; What the hell, 
nobody wanted to shoot up anyone. The 
only reason the runners had guns at all was 
just because they figured those toys could 
save 'em a hell of a lot of arguments and 
bribes. 
The whole thing ran like . clock work, why 
if you happened to be walkin' patrol in 
the right direction most any night you mIght 
stop and· swap a cigaret and a drink was 
always to be had to warm you up. They 
was good guys, I knew four out of six of the 
regular crew. I went to school with 'em. 
They'd come ashore in a long boat through 
the surf, pretty as hell if the moon was up; 
ride her up out of reach of the heavy surf 
and the first two to get out would be carry-
ing a coupla machine guns. One would set 
his up near the boat and the other would 
walk a half mile across the beach and set up 
·to wait for tile fast boat from across the bay 
to arrive. Then they'd start haulln' the stuff 
across on their backs, fifty or sixty cases 
just off the fleet down off Montauk Point. 
The whole job didn't take more'n an hour and 
a half with all the foolin' around and then 
back'd come the bay side gun. They'd shove 
their boat out into the surf, t8.ke a little 
'water before they was clear and then you'd 
see 'em rowing off in the moonlight, slnkln' 
out of sight every now and then in the swells 
and finally you'd hear the roar of a convert-
ed' Pierce engine and you'd know they was 
in tow, fast tow, back to the end of the island 
and the fleet . 
Those guys weren't doin' anything wrong . 
raontinued Oft page 4) 
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MALONE 
fContinued from page 3) 
They were no more gangsters than we were, 
maybe not as much as we were, cause they 
was doin' their job and we wasn't. All it 
meant to them was a living, perhaps a little 
excitement; and only a little of it at that, 
like maybe the time they tried to run the 
power boat through the surf into the inlet 
and turned her over. That got a bit vicious 
cause it was rough and though they all man-
aged to swim ashore the guy carrying the 
mony belt for the crew died of heart failure 
the minute he got in. While the rest of 'ern 
were tryin' to bury him a patrol came down 
on them and they got nervous and shot at 
it. That started the shootin' and one guy 
got nicked easy and another got nicked for 
good, the rest scrammed off over the dunes. 
What happened to the money I don't know 
very good, cause I only heard the story from 
one of the runners who was there and is 
now workin' our beach. He hid in the grass 
over the first dune and watched the leader 
of the patrol take the money and talk about 
wacking it up. Anyway the four of 'ern 
finished the burying job and left, and that 
bastard who took the money aint ever been 
heard of since. He lit out with ten thousand 
dollars and no one lit out with him. He 
was bad, but all the bad guys weren't on our 
side there was one guy who was sort of fore-
man among the guys I knew named Fowler. 
He didn't corne from the neighborhood and 
God knows where he came from , but he 
took his job a little too seriously, probably 
had an interest in the big work done by 
the fleet. He'd always make sure that those 
machine guns were in position to talk af-
fectively and cussed a little when ever one 
of us showed up. He had a long lean face 
and black hair and looked like he might 
vf started his career by cutting up his mother, 
and the game he was in was a game he 
was jus t as willing to play with guns as with-
out. Running was just as much a business 
with him as banking is with Morgan, and 
similarly, scruples were a matter of expedi-
ency. But he didn't do anything to me and 
I didn't nose in his business except to talk 
to his mates who made it clear that Fowler 
has been known to shoot before he'd shoved 
when someone had gotten in his way. He 
was a bastard and probably ran chinamen 
on Sundays. 
Well, we hadn't been sittin' around the 
stove long before Malone carne in with the 
bosn,' We hadn't seen him before and he 
didn't look at all like his name and reputa-
tion would figure him out to look. Christ, 
if he'd had his collar on backwards he'd 
h ave been a minister and a meek lookin' 
one of them at that. What hair he had was 
mostly grey, his face was round and looked 
pale against his blue uniform, the only thing 
about him that made you look twice was his 
eyes, bluern' the bay on a clear morning, 
and just as cold. When he looked at us 
they lifted us right off our backsides with 
no effort on our part and left us standing 
around sort of dazed. He'd been listenin 
to something he didn't like one bit, maybe 
Joe had been too confidential for a first 
meeting, anyway, Malone walk right through 
us without look in around again and straight 
out the door with a will that made his short 
l~ gs look like slackers. 
Joe just whistled and said, "The dumb son 
of a bitch." We all carne too and started 
clamorin' for an explanation. Joe says, "I 
only told him the way things were here and 
before I finish he's at me and wants to know 
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why the hell I aint down there on the beach 
with some of you guys stoppin' that ship-
ment then he's on me about the honor of 
the service and about me bein' as good as out 
on my ass. Then he kept quiet for a minute 
and then bust out that no rum was going to 
go across on his territory and with that he's 
out the door; maybe I should have broken it 
to him easy, but Christ, how did I know. 
He's nuts-maybe you'd better go down and 
see he don't get rough with the boys." 
I grabbed my chronometer and gun and lit 
out down the beach until I saw Malone then 
I slowed down to see what happened, going 
the runners had worn across the beach, he 
stopped and looked out to sea just as the long-
up into the dunes so he wouldn't see me. 
Just as he got to the beach opposite the path 
boat hove in sight on top of a wave. Malone 
just stood and waited til the boat grounded, 
then he walks down to the water, and says. 
"Sorry boys, but you don't take any of 
that stuff across here while I'm in command." 
They looked kinda confused in the boat 
for a minute then Fowler in the stern moved 
forward a bit and he had a gun. All he said 
was, "Scram boyscout." 
Malone never budged a bit, just looked at 
'em square, and then after a minute said. 
"You heard me, shove off." and then there's 
a shot which plowed into the sand near me. 
Fowler had jumped ashore. He hadn't shot 
to hit only to scare, but Malone didn't scare, 
just stood there and looked at Fowler who 
says, "all right wise guy, I'm giving you your 
last chance, get going." Malone says, quietly, 
"Start shooting, that's the only way you get 
past me, but mind if I happen to be lying 
around here in the morning or am missing 
my job gonnabe done anyway. You'll never 
land anything here again." This brought 
murmurs from the crew. They didn't like 
Fowler's attitude and it didn't mean much 
to them anyway if they missed one ship-
ment, not a guys life who had the guts to 
stand there alone and tell 'em where to head 
off. Fowler turned on them and yelled "shut 
up you bastards" and then quick swings on 
Malone who ducked and came up with both 
fists under 'Fowler's jaw. Fowler just crump-
led up on the beach and never moved a mus-
cle and Malone just says, "There aint noth-
in' going across this beach. You'd better 
take your friend aboard boys, and shove off." 
Like mice they obeyed him and were soon 
off shore, Malone muttered "God damn" 
and walked of leaving me in the sand dunes 
with something to think about. I figure I 
was reformed, but I'll never know cause they 
repealed prohibit ion two days later. 
-FRANK E. OVERTON. 
NOTES ON REALISM IN 
AMERICAN WRITING 
(Continued from page 3) 
ed to create an atmosphere which would help 
the reader to grasp their meaning. Of course 
some of these experiments also were carried 
too far and the reader, instead of being aid-
ed, was confused. 
But all the experiments in individual styles 
served to define the limits to which these 
two technics, simplicity and impressionism, 
could be carried. And now-of course we al-
ways think the present is the best-the writ-
ers of realism, working within these limits, 
succeed in being extremely effective and yet 
have sUfficient leeway to develop individual 
styles which are completely their own. 
-BERT LEEFMANS. 
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